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Scriptures  
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

John 11:1-45  

Summary 
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus pre-figures his own resurrection.  Jesus shows that He is indeed the 

resurrection and the life.  But he also brings new spiritual life.  The valley of Dry Bones in Ezekiel is a 

promise that God can bring us new life when we feel the stresses of life have drained all of the spirit out 

of us.  In times when our Spiritual life seems to be a desert, Jesus can renew us, no matter how dead we 

feel.  Resurrection is hope for the future, but also hope for today. 

Confession   
Gracious Lord, we have grown used to living life only half alive.  We let the cares of the world weigh us 

down, until we feel like giving in to the forces of darkness.  When You offer us renewed life, we 

sometimes doubt that You can provide it.  We have grown complacent in living life without the fullness 

of Your Spirit.  Forgive us, and open us to the renewal and healing that You want to bring us. 

Transcription of Audio 
I started off, I was going to welcome you, but you're actually welcoming me into your home rather than 

being here, so I'm glad you have joined us for this time together.  

A few announcements before we get started. We do have a church website: aztecmethodist.org. That's 

all one word aztecmethodist.org. And you can find information there about what's going on at the 

church. We have instituted a prayer call chain to get keep in touch with our church family. 

If you haven't gotten a call on the call chain, please call the church office and we will get you on there so 

we can keep in touch with you. We are still operating our food pantry. The governor's restrictions on 

gathering in large groups doesn't apply to that because we have small one person at a time coming in 

for the food aid. But we are still in need of donations for the food pantry. If you are able to find in 

particular canned meats, we often get frozen meat from Echo, but they get theirs from Walmart and 

grocery chains. 

And you may have noticed the meat counters have been fairly empty, so they haven't been getting extra 

meat. So if you've got canned meats, we would appreciate you bringing those to the church. I think 

that's all of the announcements.  

 



One more announcement. Seven o'clock p.m. every evening, there is a national time of prayer, just a 

time for gathering, for not for gathering, but for uniting together in prayer. It is a time that we are 

inviting all people to join us. It was 8:00 Central Time, so at seven o'clock our time. And if you just take 

10, 15 minutes then to pray and we will unite our hearts in prayer to God for the end, to this Corona 

virus, for the preservation of life, for the gift of healing and strength and for God's grace to people 

throughout the world who are living in fear of this epidemic.  

With that, I would like to share with you a scripture from Ezekiel. This is the lectionary scripture for 

Sunday, the twenty ninth, and this one starts in chapter 37 of Ezekiel versus one through fifteen.  

The hand of the Lord was upon me. And he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me in the 

midst of the valley. It was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them. And I saw a great many 

bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 

He asked me, son of man. Can these bones live? I said, O sovereign lord. You alone know. Then he said 

to me, prophesy to these bones and say to them, dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. This is what the 

sovereign Lord says to these bones. I will make breath, enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach 

tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin. 

I will put your breath in you and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord. So I 

prophesied as I was commanded. And I was I was prophesying there was a noise, a rattling sound, and 

the bones came together bone to bone. And I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared upon them, and 

the skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, prophesied to the breath, 

prophesize son of man, and say to it. 

This is what the sovereign Lord says. Come from the four winds, O breath and breathe into these slain 

that they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them, and they came to 

life, and they stood upon their feet. A vast army. Then he said to me, son of man, these bones are the 

whole of the House of Israel, they say our bones are dried up and our hope is gone and we are cut off. 

Therefore, prophesy and say to them, this is what the sovereign lord says, Oh, my people, I am going to 

open your graves and bring you up from them. I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my 

people, will know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my 

spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 

Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken. And I have done it, declares the Lord. 

Ezekiel was prophesying to the people of Israel? But they were people in exile. They had been taken 

captive. They were far from their homeland. They mourned and felt. What good is life if we can't be in 

our own homeland?  

We are living in a time when we feel very much the same way. What good is life if I can't be out with my 

friends, if I can't do what I want to do and get out and socialize if I can't go to work? 

But for the people of Israel, God was saying to them while they were in exile, take heart. I haven't 

abandoned you. I am still with you. And the time will come when I will lead you forth back to your 

homeland. You feel like your spirit has dried up. It's left you. The word in Hebrew for spirit also means 

breath or wind. So here we have a prophecy that not only will the dry bones come back to life, but God 

will fill them with the spirit, and they will understand and find God's presence. 



 

And it happens before they return to Israel. Coming back to life happens when the spirit of God enters 

them and they experience the power of God and what God is doing. So we hear a celebration that God 

has not abandoned his people in the same way God has not abandoned us. God will come to us that if 

we seek God's spirit, then we will know that even in the midst of what feels like isolation from one 

another, God is with us. 

God is uniting us. God has made us one people. So we continue to pray for an end to the problems of 

our society. But we also know that God is with each one of us to give us strength and hope, to give us 

the gift of life and not just life, but life abundantly, even in the midst of our isolation. Even in the midst 

of separating from one another. Even when you can't be here in the sanctuary, God promises the time 

will come when you will come back. 

So we live this day in the hope of God's grace and God's gift to us, of his spirit. 

[Singing] Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Meld Me. 

Mold me. Fill me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

For each of us, that is my prayer, that God's spirit will fall upon us, will bring into us and show us what 

we can be doing for his service through prayer, through study of the word while were isolated and kept 

to our houses through the gift of his love and His grace. Working with our families and within us. 

Amen 

 


